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Dear Parent/Guardian,

We know that you share the St. Louis Public Schools’ goal of providing a safe and orderly school environment. At Gateway STEM High School, we take that responsibility very seriously and therefore have developed this Student Handbook which details the rules and regulations specific to Gateway, as well as excerpts from the Parent Information Guide and Student Code of Conduct. In order to help us reach this goal, we ask that you review this Handbook with your child. After review, please sign the affidavit below and give to your child to return to school. This form should be returned to the first period instructor by September 2, 2022.
Sincerely,

The Gateway Administration
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Student Handbook Affidavit
2022-2023
I have reviewed a copy of the Gateway 2022-2023 Student Handbook with my child and acknowledge that we understand the Handbook including the excerpts from the Student Code of Conduct Handbook. We understand that this Handbook is being provided to make us aware of the rules and regulations regarding misconduct and that a violation of these rules will result in appropriate disciplinary action.

Student: ______________________________________________________________

Please print name

______________________________________________________________

Please sign name

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature: __________________________________________

Date: ____________________
Please return to first period teacher by September 2, 2022.
Saint Louis Public Schools

 Elected School Board Members 
Matt Davis, President

Antionette Cousins, Vice President

Donna Jones, Secretary

Natalie Vowell, Board Member

Alisha Sonnier, Board Member

Joyce Roberts, Board Member

Regina Fowler, Board Member

Superintendent of Schools
Kelvin Adams, Ph.D.

SLPS Headquarters 





 314-231-3720
SLPS Website  






 http://www.slps.org
           All SLPS employees 





First Name. Last Name@slps.org
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Gateway STEM High School
Main Office Phone Number 





314-776-3300
Fax Number                         





314-776-8267
Administrative Team
Dr. Amy Phillips, Principal
Dr. June Berry, Assistant Principal (A-K)
Dr. Frederick Polkinghorne, Assistant Principal (L-Z)

Mr. Christopher Winfrey, Dean of Students

Mr. Keith Turner, Dean of Students
Important Contact Information
	Melody Clay, Executive Assistant
	11040

	Hazel Newsome, Administrative Assistant                     
	15005

	TBD, Administrative Assistant
	TBD

	Latasha Jones, Attendance Administrator 
	16014

	Bobbie Holmes, Registrar
	11041

	Cheryl McCoy, Nurse
	11280

	Matthew Haack, Data Processing Specialist  
	11020

	Megan Michalek, Social Worker                                  
	11011

	Quelon Harris, Parent Community Specialist
	16014

	Patricia Wade, Book Room Clerk                                          
	16001/11015

	Lucinda Bryant, Counselor, A-D
	11018

	Ganelle Claxton, Counselor, E-K
	11013

	Katina Coleman, Counselor, L-Q
	11043

	Michel Brindell, Counselor, R-Z
	11012


School Website: 

http://www.slps.org/gatewaystem
Dear Student,

The Administration, faculty, and staff of Gateway STEM High School extend a sincere welcome to you as a new school year begins. We’re very proud of our school. 

During each of your four years of high school you make a great number of important decisions that affect your personal growth and professional potential. We want you to have the information and support services to be successful in your education.

This handbook is designed to offer basic information to help each student to make wise and productive choices. The staff of Gateway STEM High School will expand upon this basic information with the human touch of dedicated educators, support staff, and administrators.

We have high expectations for each student. We see the amazing resources and power in each of our students. We see a partnership between student, parent, and teacher that requires mutually high expectations, confidence, and hard work, with the resulting development of each student’s potential.

We hope you’ll choose to make this a year filled with rewarding learning experiences as you continue your personal and educational growth toward the future.

Best Wishes,
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Dr. Amy Phillips

Principal
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GATEWAY BELL SCHEDULE
	Mondays or Fridays—Alternate A and B Days

	Warning Bell
	7:05 a.m.

	1-Minute Warning
	7:09 a.m.

	1st/5th Period
	7:10 a.m. – 8:43 a.m.

	2nd/6th Period
	8:48 a.m. – 10:21 a.m.

	3rd/7th Period*
	10:26 a.m. – 12:29 p.m.

	4th/8th Period
	12:34 p.m. – 2:07 p.m.

	Dismissal Bell 
	2:07 p.m.

	Activity Bell
	2:15 pm 

	*Lunches (determined by the location of the student’s 3rd/7th period class):

· 1st: 10:50 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.
·  2nd: 11:59 a.m. – 12:29 p.m. 

	A DAYS –Wednesdays and Mondays or Wednesdays and Fridays

	Warning Bell
	7:05 a.m.

	1-Minute Warning
	7:09 a.m.

	1st Period
	7:10 a.m. – 8:43 a.m.

	2nd Period
	8:48 a.m. – 10:21 a.m.

	3rd Period*
	10:26 a.m. – 12:29 p.m.

	4th Period
	12:34 p.m. – 2:07 p.m.

	Dismissal Bell 
	2:07 p.m.

	Activity Bell
	2:15 pm 

	*Lunches (determined by the location of the student’s 3rd period class):

· 1st: 10:21 a.m. – 10:51 a.m.

· 2nd: 11:59 a.m. – 12:29 p.m. 

	B DAYS – Tuesdays and Thursdays

	Warning Bell
	7:05 a.m.

	1-Minute Warning
	7:09 a.m.

	5th Period
	7:10 a.m. – 8:43 a.m.

	6th Period
	8:48 a.m. – 10:21 a.m.

	7th Period*
	10:26 a.m. – 12:29 p.m.

	8th Period
	12:34 p.m. – 2:07 p.m.

	Dismissal Bell 
	2:07 p.m.

	Activity Bell
	2:15 pm 

	*Lunches (determined by the location of the student’s 7th period class):

· 1st: 10:21 a.m. – 10:51 a.m.

· 2nd: 1:59 a.m. – 12:29 a.m. 


School Mascot:
Jaguar
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School Colors:
Columbia Blue, Black and White

Year Founded: 
1992
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Gateway STEM Student & Parent Contract

Dear Student, Parent/Guardian:
At Gateway STEM, we take the business of education seriously.   We know that our families and the community have high expectations and we strive to make everyone proud of our school, staff and students.   Working with our students and helping them in becoming successful individuals is our goal.   
There is a big difference between student rights and student privileges.   Being educated is a right; playing sports, attending dances/games, participating in the graduation ceremony are all privileges.   Being clear is important, so in order to avoid any confusion, we are stating our expectations VERY clearly.   
We are asking EVERY student and their parent/guardian to read and sign the contract attached.   If your student is a senior, an athlete, or participates in ANY after school clubs, it is especially important that you read this carefully as certain areas are specific to them!
ATTENDANCE
· Hourly attendance that falls below 93% means no activities/sports or field trip until the average is at or above 93%. This includes clubs such as Robotics, Cheerleading, and Drill Team. Early in the year, absences weigh heavier so limit your absenteeism.   The State of Missouri counts all absences the same, parent verified or not.

· Students are expected to be on time to school and to every class.  If a student is late to school or late to any class, he/she may not stay after school that day for any activity or attend field trips. 
· Medical appointments should be scheduled during after school hours or on days when there is no school.   If it must take place during the school day, it should be made at the end or beginning of the day.

· Extended family travel during the school year while school is in session may cause a student to lose his/her seat at Gateway STEM.  Please schedule travel during the off weeks and months as listed on the school calendar.
EXTRA CURRICULAR PARTICIPATION

· All students participating in extracurricular activities must be in assigned areas by 2:15.
· Gateway STEM students with any OSS (Out of School Suspensions) MAY NOT ATTEND PROM. Any student suspended from school prior to Homecoming is banned from ALL Homecoming Activities.   
· Students assigned to detention or Saturday School are ineligible to play sports, practice or participate in ANY club on the day(s) he/she is assigned.  2 assignments in a semester will make a student ineligible for all afterschool activities for the remainder of that semester.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES/UNIFORM
· To ensure a productive educational environment, iPods, cell phones, and other electronic communication devices are not to be turned on or used during class time (unless specifically authorized by the classroom teacher). Students may use electronic devices before school and during lunch while in the cafeteria only.  Devices are not to be used in the hallways and will be subject to confiscation. Electronic devices are to be turned “off” while in the classroom.
· Students who violate this policy and who have their electronic device confiscated may pick the item up at the end of the school day.  For students who chronically break this rule, their parents will be required to pick up the item which will take place every Friday after school. The school and staff assume no liability or responsibility for any lost, stolen, or confiscated item(s). 

· The Gateway STEM uniform consists of a Gateway STEM HS T- shirt.  Students routinely not in uniform will be placed in detention.  Please see the Social Worker if hardship assistance is needed.
· Hats & Hoods are not permitted. Please understand that ITEMS MAY BE CONFISCATED with no warning.
TO PARTICIPATE IN SPORTS/AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS:

· 93% Attendance (FALL sport participants will be allowed to attend practice with 88% ADA).
· 2.0 Grade Point Average (GPA). Cumulative OR Last Semester; whichever is highest. (Quarter grades and progress grades do not count).
· No more than one (1) detention or Saturday School assignment.  A second assignment makes a student ineligible for the rest of the current semester.
· No OSS.  The first OSS makes a student ineligible for two (2) weeks.   A second OSS makes a student ineligible for the remainder of the school year.  

· Probation period (semester) will be given if a student-athlete meets MSHSAA eligibility standards (only 1 failing class per semester) but does not have a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher.  The student athlete must maintain a passing score in each class to remain eligible for practices and games.
TO PARTICIPATE IN PROM (our prom or to be signed off to attend another school’s prom):

· Students must have 93% or better attendance to qualify to attend any prom.
· All existing fines (bookroom, athletic equipment, etc.) must be paid in full.

· No Out of School Suspensions (OSS) during the current school year.

· Not more than two (2) assignments (may be multiple days) to detention or Saturday School during the current school year.
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GRADUATION CEREMONY/SENIOR ACTIVITIES:

· Students must have 93% or better attendance to participate in the graduation ceremony.
· All fines must be settled with the school in full.

· Students must have taken all of the required EOC exams.

· All course credits for graduation must be completed.

· No Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) during the current school year.

TO HOLD ANY LEADERSHIP POSITION (class/club officer, team captain, etc.):

· Must have 93% or better attendance.

· No Out of School suspensions.

· No In School Suspensions.

· Minimum 2.5 cumulative grade point average (GPA).
ACADEMICS

· Students who demonstrate a lack of success in the classroom will be assigned mandatory tutoring after school.  
Throughout the year, Gateway STEM may have to place students on contract for attendance, behavior or grades.   These contracts may be stricter than the general guidelines listed above.   

---------------------------------------------------------DETACH HERE------------------------------------------------------

I, ___________________________________________ have read and agree to the contract attached for 

                                       (Please print) 

my student,   If at any point we cannot follow the guidelines in this contract, we will transfer our student to another school.  
Parent/Guardian Signature:______________________________________________  Date:______​​​​________

Student Signature:_____________________________________________________   Date:______​​​​________

NOTE: Refusal to sign & return this note will result in student being ineligible to participate in any/all extracurricular activities until submitted as requested.
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 After School Activities SCHEDULE [image: image11.png]



	AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

· Students will report to the auditorium or front door by 2:15

· Sponsors will retrieve their students from the auditorium. No student is to leave the auditorium until they are retrieved.

· Activities are assigned designated locations within the auditorium and students must report to their section. 

· Sponsors/Coaches will supervise their students in the auditorium until security releases them to the building.

· Upon release, the supervisor will escort their students to their designated meeting space. 

· If a student has not signed up and/or not completed the necessary paperwork to be eligible to participate in the activity, they will remain with the AD and be escorted to the security desk after the release of activities. These students will call for rides and remain at the door until they are picked-up. 

· Tutoring/Extracurricular Activities/Athletics take place in designated classrooms and/or locations. Students remain in the location with the teacher/coach until the session has ended at 5:15.


WHO CAN ANSWER MY QUESTIONS?
Advanced Placement Program .........................Frederick Polkinghorne
Absences/Attendance ........................................Latasha Jones
Activities ...........................................................John Everson
Bus/Transportation ............................................Bobbie Holmes
College Information.............................................Mikayla Cowen
Emergency Messages ........................................Megan Michalek

Financial Aid.........................................................Mikayla Cowen
Fines .....................................................................Patricia Wade
First Aid ..............................................................Cheryl McCoy/ Mark Fantoy
G.E.D....................................................................Ganelle Claxton
Graduation Information.........................................Ganelle Claxton
Graduation Requirements.....................................Ganelle Claxton
Guidance Assignments

· Students with last name A-D..............................Lucinda Bryant
· Students with last name E-K .............................Ganelle Claxton
· Students with last name L-Q……………………………Katina Coleman
· Students with last name R-Z……………………………Michel Brindell
Immunizations...............................................................Cheryl McCoy
Locker Assignments ...................................................Bobbie Holmes
Lost and found .............................................................Bobbie Holmes
Lunch Program .............................................................TBD
Schedule Changes ........................................................Ganelle Claxton
School Pictures .............................................................Lisa Dennison
Transcripts .....................................................................Ganelle Claxton
Visitors ...........................................................................Raechel Morgan
Withdrawal/Transfer ......................................................Bobbie Holmes
Work Permits ..................................................................Ganelle Claxton
GRADUATION CREDITS

The following list identifies the number of credits required by the State of Missouri for a student to graduate high school.  It also identifies the number of credits recommended for students planning to enter Missouri community college transfer programs and public universities.
	
	Saint Louis Board Of Education
	College Bound

	English
	4.0
	4.0

	Mathematics
	3.0
	4.0

	Science
	3.0
	4.0

	Social Studies*
	3.0
	3.0

	Fine Arts
	1.0
	1.0

	Foreign Language
	0.0
	2.0

	Practical Arts
	1.0
	1.0

	Physical Education
	1.0
	1.0

	Personal Finance
	0.5
	0.5

	Health
	0.5
	0.5

	Electives
	7.0
	3.0

	

	Total Units
	24.0
	24.0


In order to earn a credit, students must receive a grade of D or higher. Each semester passed constitutes 0.5 credits towards graduation. At Gateway, students will choose a major after their sophomore year which will be their pathway to their major, which they will focus on for the remainder of their high school experience. 

Students must also pass the Missouri and U.S. Constitution tests.

In order to participate in the graduation exercises, the student must complete all requirements, have no out of school suspensions, have a minimum 93% ADA, take all required EOC tests, pay senior dues and pay all fines prior to the scheduled graduation exercises.
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GRADE LEVEL DISTINCTIONS
Since the high school provides a departmentalized program, grade level is determined by the number of credits attained.

Promotion to Grade 10: A student must have accumulated 7 units of credit to be classified as a sophomore.

Promotion to Grade 11: A student must have accumulated 13 units of credit to be classified as a junior.

Promotion to Grade 12: A student must have accumulated 19 units of credit to be classified as a senior.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

A student’s grade point average (GPA) will be figured on the basis of his/her semester grades in all subjects. No quarter grades will be used to determine the GPA. Letter grades will be given the following values and then computed to determine GPA. A=4 pts; B=3 pts; C=2pts; D=1 pt; F=0 pts. 

All students in AP (Advanced Placement) classes receive an extra grade point for their grades.

In addition to a letter grade given for each subject, three grade point averages are reported:

•
Accum. = the accumulated average of semester grades earned in grade 9 through end of the last completed semester.

•
Semester = the average of the semester grades earned for the semester just completed.

•
Quarter = the average of the grades earned for the quarter completed.

Quarter grades are not used in computing accumulative averages.

GRADES

A
Exceptional (90% of higher)

B
Above Average (80-89%)

C
Average (70-79%)

D
Below Average (60-69%)

F
Failure to meet minimum requirements of the course; carries no     credit (59% and below)

I
Incomplete – work must be completed by the end of the following quarter; carries no credit.

P
Pass; carries no credit

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS

Students desiring to participate in athletics, attend dances, field trips, extracurricular activities or any other experience outside of the regular class, must meet the eligibility requirements listed below:
•
Hourly attendance rate must be at least 93%

•
GPA must be 2.0 or greater

•
A good discipline record (i.e.no more than 1 ISS assignment and no out of school suspensions)

· It is the responsibility of the student to proactively monitor their status.
· Inquiries about eligibility can be directed to the Administration.

GENERAL COURSE OFFERINGS
Freshman Year

English Language Arts

Freshman Literature

Mathematics

Algebra 150

Geometry

Science

Freshman Physics
Honors Biology

Social Studies

American History

Health/Physical Education

Physical Education

Electives

Career Development

Choose 2
Sophomore Year

English Language Arts

World Literature

Mathematics

Geometry

Advanced Algebra

Science

Biology

Chemistry

Social Studies

World History

AP US History

Health/Physical Education

Health (0.5 credits)

Personal Finance (0.5 credits)

Electives

Choose 3
Junior Year

English Language Arts

American Literature

AP English Language

Mathematics

Advanced Algebra

Trigonometry

Science

Chemistry

AP Biology

Social Studies

American Government

AP Government and Politics 

Foreign Language

Spanish 1, 2, or 3
Electives

ACT Prep

Major (nursing, Fire, Aviation, EMT, etc.)

Senior Year

English Language Arts

English Literature

African American Literature

AP English Literature

Mathematics

Trigonometry

AP Calculus

Science

Anatomy and Physiology

Environmental Science
AP Physics
AP Environmental Science

AP Chemistry

Foreign Language 

Spanish 3 or 4

AP Spanish

Electives
Major (nursing, Fire, Aviation, EMT, etc.)
Advanced Placement Courses
Our philosophy is to encourage and enable students to achieve success by challenging themselves. Many colleges and universities use the score on the AP examination for college-level placement and award college credit to students receiving a score of 3, 4, or 5. Advanced Placement courses include:

English
English Literature and Composition-12
English Language and Composition-11
Math 

Calculus AB-12
Statistics-12
Science 

Biology-11 
Chemistry-12
Environmental Science-12
Physics-12
Social Studies 

History European-12 US History-11
World History-10
US Government-11
Additional Offerings

Studio Art-11
Spanish-12
Psychology-12
Please Note: Not all courses offered each year
Any student who would like to take more than 2 AP classes must get special approval from their counselor and administrator.  Seniors with 3 or more AP classes will receive a special distinction during graduation provided they receive an ‘A’ or ‘B’ in those classes.

Honors Courses-

Honors English I

Honors English II

Honors Algebra II

Honors Geometry

Honors Biology

Honors Chemistry

Honors American History

Honors World History
Dual Enrollment- We offer Dual enrollment through UMSL and St. Louis Community College for various classes.  Students must meet criteria: i.e. 2.5 or higher GPA for juniors and seniors/3.0 GPA for sophomores must receive a B or higher in the class, must have parent permission
All of the AP Classes

Some CTE classes such as PLTW, Microsoft Applications, Nursing, EMT, Aviation

College Algebra

Technology Resources

· All students issued a Dell Laptop; 1:1
· 8 Computer labs; on every floor
· 11 mobile computer labs
· 11 CTE computer labs
· Smart/Promethean Board in every classroom
· Over 2000 units available for student use
DISCIPLINE/PHILOSOPHY

Disciplinary procedures are an effort to help students learn to be responsible for their own actions and to maintain an active educational process for students. The steps require the cooperation of teachers, counselors, students, parents, and administrators. At times, the problems faced by the student and his or her parents can be dealt with and improved by school professionals, but we believe the initial responsibility for the student’s attitude and behavior lies with the student and his/her parents. That is the reason we believe that all our disciplinary efforts require the interest and support of the parents. Only in such a cooperative manner can we hope to show the student the problem and attempt to correct that problem.

Cooperation among parents, teachers, and administrators is necessary and desirable. Thoughtful discipline can be a means of fostering growth toward maturity and responsibility. In order for students to benefit from disciplinary procedures, it is important that they understand the rules and regulations as well as the rationale behind the rules and regulations.

All standards and procedures for individual conduct and class control are developed and implemented in order to maintain an environment that is conducive to learning. It is imperative that the learning environment is such that students are not afraid, intimidated, or otherwise anxious about school. Hostile or violent behavior can create tension and seriously inhibit the learning process by creating an unhealthy school environment. Student achievement is the goal of Gateway STEM High School and to that end, the following protocols have been implemented and form the basis for all rules and regulations governing student conduct:

Safety: Fundamental to the security of the school and safety of all students and staff are two premises: First, when adults ask for the name of a student, students are expected to identify themselves immediately and correctly. Second, when a teacher or staff member instructs a student with a reasonable request, the student is expected to comply.

Authority: Students are required to comply with the reasonable requests of school authorities, accept the supervision of the teacher, and recognize the authority of the school in governing student conduct.

Violence: A zero-tolerance policy is in effect at Gateway for violence (including fighting and gang activity). Therefore, students engaging in behavior that interferes with or impacts in a negative manner the safety of students and staff or that incites other students to levels of disruptive conduct can expect strict adherence to district policies and the maximum allowable penalty for offenses of a violent nature.
General Policies:  Gateway—From A to Z
This Parent/Student Handbook is provided for the purpose of easing the accessibility to information for parents and students of Gateway STEM High School.  Complete policies for St. Louis Public Schools are provided at the district offices.  This document is subject to change.  All students are expected to be familiar with board policies and are responsible for understanding their rights and responsibilities.  This document is to be used in conjunction with the Student Rights and Responsibilities Manual provided by the district. 

A+ Schools Program

This recognition indicates the high school meets the highest standards in seeking to accomplish these A+ Program Goals:

•
All students will graduate from high school.

•
All students will complete challenging studies with identified learning competencies.

•
All students proceed to college or vocational technical school or high wage jobs with opportunities for workplace skill development and advancement.

To earn the A+ designation on their transcript, the student must:

•
Sign an A+ participation contact

•
Attend an A+ designated high school for at least three consecutive years prior to high school graduation

•
Graduate with a non-weighted, cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale; beginning with the class of 2015, students must get advanced or proficient scores on the Algebra I EOC

•
Overall cumulative attendance rate of at least 95% for grades 9-12

•
Score at least proficient or advanced on Algebra 1 (EOC) to be A+ eligible 

•
Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoid the use of unlawful drugs/alcohol

•
Perform at least fifty (50) hours of district supervised unpaid tutoring/mentoring (12.5 of the hours can be completed through job shadowing)

•
Complete the FAFSA (Federal funds for student’s financial assistance)

The state of Missouri allows qualifying graduates from designated A+ high schools the opportunity to receive free tuition and fees for two full academic years at Missouri public two-year colleges or postsecondary career-technical schools. In addition, these students have available to them scholarships at a number of four (4) year Missouri colleges and universities based on their A+ eligibility.

Academic Integrity
The goal of the faculty and administration is to provide an educational environment for students that is conducive to learning and to the development of wholesome attitudes and habits. Honesty and integrity are of utmost importance. Cheating, whether inside or outside the classroom, does not show responsibility on the part of the individual and, therefore, should not occur.  Faculty members are responsible for providing students with complete and proper instructions regarding academic expectations. Students are responsible for the honest response to these expectations.

Students who permit work to be used by others, as well as those who misrepresent the work of others as their own, are considered to be cheating. In case of cheating, appropriate action will be taken. The following guidelines have been established for use by teachers:

1. Students cheating on tests or assignments should receive a failing grade for the test or assignment in question, which will be reflected in the academic grade.

2. Parents of students who cheat should be notified by the teacher.

3. Principal will be notified by the teacher.

4. Additional action may be taken.

ACT Test
The ACT is a national exam to determine student readiness for college. The ACT is an important part of a student’s application to college, and most schools have a minimum score for admission. The ACT is administered at six different times throughout the year. The ACT (No Writing) consists of four multiple-choice tests: English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science. The ACT Plus Writing includes the four multiple-choice tests and a Writing Test. Please see your counselor or www.actstudent.org for more information.

Activity Bus
Activity buses normally run Monday through Friday at 5:15 p.m. Students who wish to ride the activity bus must be a part of an after school activity and on a roster to be submitted to Athletic Director/ Administration.
Activity and Athletic Awards
Students must meet and abide by MSHSAA rules and regulations for eligibility and standards established by Gateway STEM High School. 

The following lettering system was established at the beginning of the 2019 school year. 

Varsity Letter Requirements: 

To earn a varsity letter, the student must participate in a game/match for 75% of time documented by the head coach. 

Varsity Lettering Guidelines:

· The award for first year participation on a VARSITY team shall be an 8 inch Blue letter G, an emblem of the sport and a bar which signifies one year of participation. 

· Awards for second year participation on a Varsity team, and each year thereafter, shall be a bar. Bars are reserved for the Varsity letter. 

·  An athlete who meets the criteria for receiving a Varsity letter in a second or third sport shall be awarded that sport emblem. 

·  A senior athlete who participated as a junior in a particular sport, but did not letter and is in good standing in that sport as a senior, will receive a Varsity letter. 

· Other awards that an athlete may receive team and/or individual, such as All-Conference, All-District, and All-State will be purchased by the athlete (this includes patches). 

· 4-year Varsity letter winners will be recognized by having their name added to an award plaque established by the school and displayed in the athletic trophy case. 

· Managers may be awarded letters with the appropriate emblem MGR at the discretion of the coach. 

Sub-Varsity Lettering Guidelines:

· The award for participation on a Junior varsity team shall be a 5 inch letter G and the emblem of that sport. Only one 5 inch letter G will be issued. Sport emblems will NOT be awarded for each JV sport. NO bars will be awarded or worn on a JV letter. 

· An athlete that meets the criteria to letter in more than one level of competition of the same sport will be given only the award of the highest level of competition. For example, an athlete who meets the criteria to letter on the freshman, Junior Varsity, and Varsity levels of one sport will receive only the Varsity letter. 

ALL ATHLETES MUST FINISH THE SEASON IN GOOD STANDING IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A VARSITY, OR JUNIOR VARSITY LETTER.

Advanced Placement (AP) Selection and Courses
In order to prepare students for the rigorous environment they will encounter in college, Gateway STEM High School offers numerous courses with the Advanced Placement designation. The instructors of these courses have gone through a demanding national curriculum audit and have received approval by the College Board to teach their respective course at Gateway. Students enrolled in these courses will earn an honors designation on their transcript in addition to earning an additional point on their GPA for the work they do in that course, A=5 pts; B=4 pts; C=3pts; D=2 pt; F=0 pts. In addition to their coursework, students will be required to sit for the national AP exam in their subject in May. Students who do not complete the test will be required to pay the full price of the exam.

The scores range from a 1-5, with most colleges granting college credit for scores of 3 or higher. Students should check with individual colleges for their credit-granting policies.

Selection for AP courses is very competitive because the work students complete will be on a college level.  Diagnostic testing and teacher recommendations are required.  At a minimum, students with a GPA of 2.5 or higher and minimum 95% attendance are considered to be AP material. Students found qualifying for and interested in enrolling in an AP Course will be expected to sign a contract indicating their intent to persevere through the challenges of the AP program.  Students who do not sit for the AP exam will be responsible for the cost of the missed exam.
After-School and Extra Curricular Activities
All students who choose to remain after school must be actively involved in an approved after- school activity and under the supervision of a teacher, coach, or sponsor at all times. After school activities begin ten (10) minutes after the conclusion of the last class of the day and end at 5:15pm. Sponsors of activities must remain with their students until they are picked up by an adult or board their activity bus at 5:15. Sponsors are asked to maintain sign-in sheets and turn them in to the main office within the 1st 15 minutes of the activity.

Students who are in the building after the regular school day and who are not under the supervision of an approved sponsor will be escorted from the building. Continued violation of this policy will result in formal disciplinary action including, but not limited to, removal from the activity or suspension from school.

Alumni Visits

We welcome students to return to Gateway to visit staff, but alumni may not visit during the school day unless they have permission in advance of the visit and the specific staff person they are meeting has a planning period at the time of the visit. This allows teachers to maintain their teaching commitment to their current students during the academic day.

 Announcements
In the interest of student learning, announcements will be kept to a minimum to preserve class time. In general, daily announcements will occur at the second period of the day and will be posted to the school’s website for parents. Additional announcements may be made at the end of the school day on an as-needed basis. 
Announcement Team
A team of student announcers will be selected each year. Students are recommended by their teacher for consideration. All student announcers must continually meet the eligibility criteria or they will be removed and replaced immediately.

Arrival and Dismissal

School opens at 6:40 a.m. for meal service.  Students arriving at school prior to the start of classes are to report to the field house.  They may not linger in the hallways.  School begins promptly at 7:10 a.m. and is dismissed by the classroom teachers at 2:07 p.m. 

Students will enter the building through the rear doors and must submit to a safety clearance.  All students must provide their Gateway issued school I.D. in order to gain access to the building. Tardy students will be subject to disciplinary action and must receive a tardy pass from a school official in order to proceed to class.  Students arriving after 7:10 a.m. will enter through the main/front doors.  At the close of school students who ride the school bus home will exit through the rear doors of the building.  All other students will exit through the front/main doors. 

Every effort must be made by parents, guardians and students to schedule personal appointments when school is not in session.  Please refer to the district calendar.  Early dismissals can only be officially granted by an administrator.  For reasons of safety and legality, permission to leave campus will not be granted if the verification from a legal guardian cannot be confirmed.  Parents/guardians must come into the school office to sign a student out for an early dismissal.

Late Arrival: Students arriving late will enter the building through the front entrance and must submit to a safety clearance. Tardy students will be subject to disciplinary action.  After every five detentions, the student will be assigned to After School Detention. After ten detentions, the student will be assigned to Saturday school. After fifteen tardy arrivals, the students will receive no credit for the first period class.
Assemblies
Assemblies are an opportunity for us to gather, learn, and build school spirit.

1. Students must conduct themselves in a considerate, respectful, and responsible manner.

Rude yelling, whistling, booing, and inappropriate cheering, throwing objects, etc., will not be allowed.

2. Students will remain seated with their class until they are dismissed.

3. While a speaker is at the microphone, students are to be listening, attentive, and quiet.

4. Students who misbehave will be removed from the assembly and referred to their assistant principal for disciplinary action.

Attendance/Absence
Attendance Policy

The St. Louis Public School District is committed to the philosophy that students should attend all classes every day.  Regular attendance is expected in all classes and is essential to good performance.  The correlation between regular attendance and academic success has been well established by research.  Through regular attendance students are expected to develop habits of self-discipline and responsibility.  These habits lead to learning to participate in group discussions, developing appreciation for the views and abilities of other students.  Students should be aware that attendance is part of their evaluation in each class.  Students should understand excessive absences, whether excused or unexcused, will drastically affect their class grades.

Attendance at school every day is critical for student learning, progress, advancement, and program completion.  Absence from school is the greatest single cause of poor achievement.  If students are not regular in attendance, their performance lags, they soon lose interest, and then tend to fall further behind in their work.  Successful students are seldom absent.   It is also part of state and city law. In accordance with school board policies R5119.6, R5113.2, and P5110, the following attendance policy will be enforced.
Attendance for Extra-Curricular/Sports Activities
· Students are required to be in attendance for the ENTIRE school day in order to participate in any extra-curricular or sports event or competition (this includes dances). Attendance is required for the ENTIRE regular school day before any Saturday competition. The Gateway STEM Privilege Policy states the following regarding attendance and extracurricular participation:

· Fall Sports/Activities – able to practice at 90%, able to play at 93%

· Winter & Spring Sports/Activities – able to practice and play at 93%

Absences from School

Note:  Reference to “Parent” refers to actual parent and/or legal guardian.

1. Parents of students must telephone the school whenever it is necessary for a student to be absent, arrive late or be dismissed early during the school day.  Calls should be made any time from 7:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. but preferably as early as possible.  The number to call is 314-776-3300. In addition to notifying the school on the day of the absence, on the day the student returns to school, the parent must provide the office a signed note explaining the absence.  The teachers take attendance each period and the names are reported to the school office.  Any absence not reported or verified by the parent/guardian by 10:30 a.m. will be subject to an automatic call home to notify home of absence.
2. ALL absences, regardless of cause, count against a student’s ADA (as per Missouri state law)

3. If a parent notifies the school prior to the absence, or provides a doctor’s note, the absence will be considered a verified absence

4. Any absences not noted by parents or doctors’ notes will be considered an unverified absence

5. Students who expect to be absent for an extended period of time (3 or more days) may request homework assignments by calling the main office at 314-776-3300 between 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. and make arrangements to have assignments picked up from their counselor by the end of the day.

6. Excessive Absences

A. When a student is absent from school, regardless of the reason, it is the student’s responsibility to contact his or her teachers to make arrangements for making up assignments, tests, etc. missed during the absence.

B. Once a student exceeds fifteen (15) total absences per semester in a class, credit can be denied.  Total absences include both excused and unexcused absences.
C. Parents will be notified with a warning letter on the third (3rd), fifth (5th), seventh (7th), tenth (10th) absence.
D. Students will not be withdrawn from classes due to absenteeism until the 10th absence. At that time the parent and student will need to reenroll with a reasonable explanation for the absences. The student will be dealt with in accordance to the discipline code.  The student needs to remain in the class or classes to provide for the continuity of his/her education.
E. Referral to Authorities:  In cases where a student accumulates ten (10) unexcused absences from school, that student will be referred to Juvenile Court and/or Family Court for truancy.  In cases where parents/legal guardians are unwilling or unable to cooperate with the school in ensuring that the student maintains regular attendance, a prompt referral for educational neglect may be made to the Division of Family Services or to the Juvenile Court.
7.  Perfect Attendance

To be eligible for perfect attendance and to receive the perfect attendance award, a student must be in school every day school is in session, and miss not more than 6 hours total absences for the entire school year.  Students on field trips or other school-sponsored trips shall be counted as present in school.
Tardies and Early Dismissals
1. If a student is tardy to school, or dismissed early, they may not participate in extracurricular activities that day. The only exception to this is a legitimate bus issue or doctor’s appointment (with note)

2. Early dismissals are only allowed by permission of a parent. Students receiving an early dismissal will be called down to the Attendance Office and dismissed with a slip there. 

3. Upon accrual of 5 tardies and/or early dismissals, students will be required to complete detention – either before school, after school, or on a Saturday. Students will be notified of any detention on a weekly basis, at which time the student must sign off on their understanding that they are expected at detention. Additional tardies lead to additional detention. Failure to complete the required detention time within the week allotted will lead to OSS.

Bullying

The SLPS policy on bullying:

In order to promote a safe learning environment for all students, St. Louis Public Schools (the “District”) prohibits all forms of hazing, bullying and student intimidation. Students participating in or encouraging inappropriate conduct will be discipline. Such discipline may include, but is not limited to, suspension or expulsion from school and removal from participation in activities. Students who have been subjected to hazing or bullying are instructed to promptly report such incidents to a school official. 

This includes cyber-bullying, which is using the internet, text messaging, or social media to harass, ridicule, or provoke any student. 

Social Media Policy
Any student who is found to be using social media to provoke a fight, make fun of students or staff, or promote any kind of disturbance that will affect the educational environment, once investigated and proven, will be subject to disciplinary action on a school and district level.  

Bus Transportation/Student Drop Off
Each student is expected to comply with all regulations of the Transportation Department. The driver in charge of each bus will outline these regulations. Failure to comply with bus regulations could result in disciplinary consequences including loss of transportation privileges. Busses will empty one at a time and students will be required to enter the building immediately before the next bus drops off. 
Cafeteria Procedures and Guidelines
All students will report to the cafeteria before school and during the lunch period assigned to them. Students may not be in the gymnasium, classrooms, lobby, stairwells, or outside during the lunch periods.

In order to eat school-provided lunches, students must bring their student I.D., know their pin access identification number, and/or bring funds from home to purchase off-menu items. Students are not to disclose their pin access identification number to other students. Vending machines will be available for juices, waters, and healthy snacks, and after school.

Appropriate and expected cafeteria behavior includes the following:

· Students must select the table at which they wish to eat. Students should remain seated
at their chosen table and not wander from table to table during their lunch period.

· Crowding or jumping in line will not be permitted and may result in loss of cafeteria privileges.

· All garbage must be disposed in the provided trash receptacles.

· Students are responsible for the table at which they choose to sit.

· Tables are to be left clean and ready for use by other students and staff. Students who leave their area messy may be asked to assist in cleaning up, not only their own table but the cafeteria.

· Students will refrain from loud, unnecessary talking in the cafeteria. The lunch period should be a pleasant break in the day and an excellent opportunity to socialize with friends. Please converse at your table in normal conversational tones.

· Food is NOT to be taken out of the cafeteria.
· Food is not to be thrown.
· Food from home is permitted, but is not to be shared.  Food from outside restaurants is NOT permitted due to state health codes. Parents who wish to provide treats for their child’s birthday may do so by purchasing the treats from Southwest Food Service. An order form is available in the main office.

Care of School Property
Each student will be held responsible for the proper care of all books, supplies, apparatus, and furniture provided the student by the Board of Education. Any student who defaces or injures school property shall be required to pay all damages. In addition, consequences may be assigned and police authorities may be notified.

Class Rank and Grade Point Averages
His/her accumulative GPA determines a student’s rank in class. The student with the highest GPA is number 1 in the class; the student with the second highest GPA is number 2 in the class, etc., until all students are listed. If you are number 99 from the top of a class of 500 students, your rank in class would be written as 99/500. Grade points are computed according to the following scale:

Honors/AP: A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, F=0
Regular: A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0

 The Valedictorian (student with the highest cumulative GPA) and Salutatorian (student with the 

 second highest cumulative GPA) will be determined using the following criteria:

· 4 years of grades will form the cumulative GPA.

· Weighted grades will be factored into the cumulative GPA.

· No rounding will be utilized.

· No early graduates will be eligible for consideration. 

Classroom Behavior
It is expected that students show respect for their fellow students, teachers, and those in authority. Students demonstrate respect by listening attentively and speaking politely. Students are expected to bring the necessary learning materials to class, including textbooks, paper, notebooks, pencils/pens, planners, and other materials as determined by the teacher. While in the classroom, students are expected to refrain from sleeping, passing notes, unnecessary talking, or behaving in a manner that is distracting or disruptive to the overall positive learning environment in the classroom. Students have an obligation to be active participants in the learning process. Participation is demonstrated by arriving to class on time, responding to the teacher’s directives in a pleasant manner, completing the work as assigned, asking questions about the material presented, and requesting assistance from the teacher when needed.

College Entrance Exams
Check with your counselor to see which entrance exam the college of your choice requires. All registration for the ACT and SAT must be completed online.  A photo (headshot) must also be uploaded during the registration process.  For more information, visit: www.act.org or www.collegeboard.com.
College Fairs/Visits
College Fairs provide an opportunity for Gateway students to meet with college representatives to 

obtain more information about their college or university. A number of college fairs and visits are scheduled each year. Students should see their counselor for specific information and dates.

Conflict Mediation
Interpersonal conflict is a fairly common occurrence among teenagers. Typically, a dispute between students begins because of gossip, a dirty look, gesture, comment, or disagreement, which often arises outside of school. Sometimes the result is physical confrontation, harassment, or continued hostility. Such disturbances contribute to a negative school environment and will result in consequences. Students and/or parents should report conflicts to the school for help in mediation.

Controlled Substance/Smoking
The possession of any controlled substance and/or paraphernalia is prohibited. This includes drugs, any tobacco product, matches, lighters, or any material related to smoking. Smoking is not permitted on school property. Any such items will be confiscated. Possession of any drugs or paraphernalia is a Type 1 offense that could lead to expulsion from the St. Louis Public Schools and referral for prosecution.
Counselors
Students are assigned to counselors according to the student’s last name as follows:

· A-D.....................Lucinda Bryant

· E-K ....................Ganelle Claxton
· L-Q……………………Katina Coleman
· R-Z……………………Michel Brindell
Counselors are located in the Counseling Suite (across from the main office). They are here to assist you with your concerns. Any concerns or problems can and should be discussed with them. Counselors will inform teachers of a scheduled visit with a student and will provide the student with a hall pass providing the day, date, and time of the visit. Students are encouraged to meet with their Counselor once per quarter.

Deliveries to School
To limit classroom interruptions, we do not accept or deliver flowers or gifts for any reason.  Parents or students bringing helium balloons, flowers, food, etc. into the school must leave them in the main office. They may be picked up at dismissal time. 

Demonstrations

Students who participate in demonstrations on school property, which are disruptive to the education process, place the safety or welfare of others in jeopardy, or endanger property, are guilty of a flagrant violation of proper student conduct and are liable to restitution, suspensions, and possible expulsion.
Detention

After School Detention at Gateway STEM High School

· After School Detention Runs from 2:15p.m. until 5:15p.m.

· Students must arrive no later than 2:15p.m. to be admitted.

· Students will ride after school busses home.

· Students must stay until 5:15p.m. for any of the time to be counted towards completing the After School Detention assignment.

· Students who miss their 1st After School Detention will receive 2 After School Detentions.

· Students who miss After School Detention a 2nd time will receive 4 After School Detentions.

· Students who miss After School Detention a 3rd time will be suspended from school for 1 day.

· Students who complete this pattern a 2nd time in a school year will be suspended from school for 3 days.

· Students who complete this pattern a 3rd time in a school year will be suspended from school for 5 days.

· Students who complete this pattern a 4th time in a school year will be recommended to the Superintendent for a transfer to their Neighborhood School.
While completing an After School Detention assignment, students must adhere to the following rules or they will be dismissed and the assignment will not count.
After School Detention RULES
· Student should be prepared with books, paper and pen.

· No food or drinks (including gum or candy) are allowed.

· No cell phones allowed.

· Student will sit in assigned seat; spaced appropriately.

· Student is to stay busy and awake.

· When finished with own work, student will do assigned After School Detention work.

· Students will remain in After School Detention the entire 3 hours. 

· After 3 verbal warnings for any infraction, student will receive no credit for the After School Detention.

Dress Code
The Gateway STEM uniform consists of a Gateway STEM HS polo shirt. Students routinely not in uniform will be assigned to detention.  Please see the Social Worker if hardship assistance is needed. 
Items That Are Not Permitted:

Hats and Other Head Gear (I.e. Scarves, Visors, Hoods, Do rags, Etc.)

Sagging Pants

Short Shorts (Shorts Must Fall Below Fingertips in Length)

Tops with Hoods Cannot Be Worn On the Head in the Building

Blankets

House Shoes/Slippers

Pajama Wear

Stuffed Animals

Sunglasses
Dress Out Policy
In classes that require students to change into appropriate clothing (PE and ROTC), failure to dress out will result in a grade of zero for the day. Zeroes are also assigned to students for a variety of inappropriate behaviors or for violation of class rules. Students receive a copy of the zero policy at the beginning of each semester. Students not dressing out will report to detention.

  
Zero Policy:

3 zeroes in one unit = F for the unit

4 zeroes in a quarter (9-week period) = F for the quarter

8 zeroes in a semester = F for the semester (student must retake the semester)

Early Dismissal Policy
Students should schedule all appointments after the normal school day. Students are prohibited from leaving the building during the school day without written authorization. Early dismissals are granted for emergencies. In case of a student’s illness or accident, the school nurse will contact a parent/guardian for permission for the student to leave school or for someone to pick up the student. Students may not contact a parent/guardian themselves in case of emergency and/or illness in regards to receiving early dismissal. Students are never to leave school without first receiving permission from school authorities.

Students should:
· Bring a note from their parent stating the reason for the early dismissal. This note must have a telephone number where the parent can be contacted.

· Bring the note into the main office by 7:45 AM so office personnel can verify the early dismissal.

· Pick up the early dismissal form from the main office.

· Show a copy of the early dismissal to security prior to leaving. The original note is kept on file.
· Only 3 early dismissals will be allowed each semester.
After 5 early dismissals, the student will be assigned to Saturday school for every early dismissal.

Phone calls will NOT be accepted from parents requesting early dismissals. In cases where a note is not received, parents will have to report to main office in person to request the early dismissal.

FOR THE SAFTEY OF THE STUDENT AND SCHOOL STAFF, ONLY PERSONS LISTED ON THE DATABASE MAY PICK UP AND/OR SPEAK WITH A STUDENT. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Electronic Devices
The SLPS policy on electronic communication devices states: Students shall not possess, transmit, or use any type of portable electronic communications system on school’s premises or any SLPS sponsored event, excluding after-school athletic events. This includes beepers, cell phones, cameras, CD players, iPods, iPads, laptops, netbooks, tablets, MP3 players, walkie-talkies, laser pointers, etc. 
Gateway has a adopted a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device policy that allows students to possess these items, but if they are seen or heard, they will be confiscated. Students may use their devices in the cafeteria only. Also, at times when teachers use devices for educational and instructional purposes, they may be visible. Any other use, however, is a violation at will be dealt with as follows:
· First Offense: Item confiscated and parent contacted. Conference held with parent. Item returned to parent.

· Second Offense: Item confiscated. 
· Subsequent Offenses: Item confiscated. 
Note: SLPS personnel are not responsible or will not be held liable for electronic devices brought 

to school and confiscated in compliance with the policy. In the event the device is stolen, SLPS personnel are not responsible for any charges incurred.

Elevator Use by Students 
Students are not permitted to use the elevator.
Emergency Procedures

Emergency procedures for fire and severe weather are posted in each room.  Drills and practices will be conducted regularly according to a schedule to ensure that all students are familiar with safety and procedures.

Students have three very important precautions to remember during an emergency drill or situation.

1.
Remain calm and quiet at all times.

2.
Carefully follow the directions of the teacher in charge.

3.
Move quietly and quickly without pushing or shoving.

EMERGENCY DRILL signs and maps detailing the exit routes for each room are located next to the door of each classroom door on the right as the student exits the classroom.

Drills: Earthquake, Fire, Tornado, Security/Intruder
Earthquake Drills Students are to position themselves under tables and desks to prevent injury from falling objects. (Duck and cover).

Fire Drills are signaled by the continuous sounding of a buzzer. These drills must be taken seriously. Fire drills will be held ten times each school year and must be treated like an actual emergency. During these drills the main office will serve as the command center. Leave all books and equipment and exit the building in a quiet and orderly fashion.  Students on crutches or in wheelchairs should not use the stairs or the elevator. They should report to the room outside the elevator (there is one on each floor). School personnel will assist you from these rooms. Fire evacuation directions are posted in each classroom.
Tornado Drills are announced over the PA by the Principal or her designee. There is an emergency instruction poster located in every room. In the event of a tornado, students should position themselves kneeling down facing the wall, bending over and placing their hands on their heads with their elbows on their knees in the area designated. This position is to ensure the best protection from flying objects. Students and teachers should remain quiet and calm at all times and become familiar with the emergency instructions in each classroom. The signal to return to class after fire and tornado drills is made over the PA.

Security Drills (Code 3 and Lockdown) are conducted periodically as a way of responding to unusual situations such as the unauthorized entry of an individual or a report of contraband of some sort. When these drills are conducted, teachers lock and secure the classrooms. Depending on the circumstances, teachers may be instructed to move students away from doors and windows. It is extremely important that students remain quiet and follow teacher directions.

Entering and Exiting the Building
Once the school day has started, students may enter and exit the building through the front doors only. In addition, all students are required to pass through a security checkpoint. No one may open any exterior door to admit a person into the building. Violators of this policy are subject to suspension.

QUICKTRIP-Students may NOT leave school to go to QuikTrip. Failure to comply with this rule may result in suspension.  Quick Trip officials will be notified to contact us in the event that any Gateway students are there during school hours. 
Quick Trip Cups and merchandise is a clear indication that you have left campus and will be confiscated and returned to you at the end of the day.
Extra-Curricular Attendance
Students must be present in school all day to be eligible for practice or competition on that day. No early dismissals will be granted for students expecting to perform that evening.

Fees
A field trip or curricular project may have a fee attached to it if it is optional for the student. Students are to finance normal class supply requirements such as paper, pencils, pens, and gym clothing. In activity courses such as art, elective projects that students wish to make are to be paid for by the student. Parents of students needing financial assistance should contact the social worker.

Field Trips
Parents must approve their child's attendance on any field trip. Student conduct on a field trip is very important because each person represents the whole school, and we want to create a favorable image of Gateway STEM High School and Gateway students. Attendance on a field trip does not relieve a student of other class obligations. The students must make arrangements in advance to satisfactorily fulfill class requirements. All school rules are in effect on field trips.

Fighting
Fighting will not be tolerated. Students in violation of this policy will be immediately suspended per district policy.
Final Exams

Students must be on time during the administration of final exams. There will be no exceptions made for lateness. Students arriving late will have to make an appointment to take the missed exam on the make-up testing day.

As an incentive for graduating seniors, any senior student earning an “A” in both the third and fourth quarters while maintaining at least 93% average daily attendance will not have to take a second semester final.

Students who score Advanced or Proficient on the EOC assessments will also be exempt from second semester finals in the related courses.

Fines
Students will be assessed fines for situations such as, but not limited to damage or loss of textbooks, vandalism, library fines, ticket sales, cafeteria monies, ID’s, etc.

It is understood that students are financially responsible, in full, for all damages resulting from malicious behavior or carelessness. Acts of vandalism may result in suspension and full reparation for damages. 
Fines accumulated by students while at Gateway must be paid in full to be cleared for graduation at the end of the senior year. Students who have outstanding fines must have paid at least 50% of the fines (with receipt) in order to participate in special Gateway ticketed events such as Homecoming, Prom, etc. This requirement would pertain to the Gateway student as well as the date if he/she is a Gateway student.

A notice of any assessed fines will be sent with the individual student’s report card. Every fine must be cleared at the end of the student’s high school years to be eligible to participate in the graduation ceremony.
Food and Drinks in the Classrooms
Food (including candy and gum) and drinks are not allowed in the classrooms at any time. These items are to be consumed in the cafeteria only.

Fundraising
Only those fundraising activities that have been approved by the principal are permitted on school grounds. Selling unauthorized items at school is a violation of school rules. Only teachers or activity sponsors may seek approval from the principal for fundraising activities.

Hall Passes (No Pass Policy)
Gateway will operate on a general no hall pass policy. Students are not permitted to leave class for any reason. Students will be granted two emergency passes and two Nurse’s passes for the semester. You should take care of all of your other needs during passing period. Students will receive extra incentives for not using their hall passes.  
Halloween Policy

Students who choose to wear costumes to school on Halloween must not wear masks, must be clothed appropriately, and must be able to function in the classroom in the costume. No props are allowed.
Harassment
The harassment of other students verbally or in writing will not be tolerated. The use of “Fighting Words” refer to those terms widely recognized to be derogatory references to race, ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation, disability, and other personal characteristics. School policy prohibits the use of fighting words to harass any person through the use of inappropriate comment, obscenity, obscene gesture, swearing, cursing (whether verbal, written or pictorial), bullying, innuendo, belittling, internet sources, or rumors directed at another individual.

Health Services
At least 1 Professional Registered Nurse is assigned to Gateway STEM High School on a full time basis and can assist parents and students regarding health related matters.  
Student Immunization and Annual Physical Examination

The Board of Education recognizes that it is unlawful for any student to attend school unless he or she has been immunized as required by state law and can provide satisfactory evidence of such immunization.  Student immunization and immunization records will be required as deemed by board policies and state regulations.   All students are required to have an annual physical exam.

Administering Medications in School

In cases where medication must be given during the school day, parent or official guardians must deliver the medication and all necessary authorizations and instructions from the doctor to the school nurse in the health office.  Students are not allowed to transport medication of any kind into the school.  It is the policy of the current Administration at Gateway that no student will self -administer medication.

Illness or Injury at School

Whenever a student becomes ill or injured at school, they are encouraged to seek proper care and treatment immediately.  In all cases the student should ask the teacher for permission to be seen in the health office.  The decision to send a student home is based on the assessment of the school nurse. Students who are ill or injured are not permitted to go home without parental approval.  In addition, they are not permitted to go home unless someone is home to provide the necessary care.  When returning to school following a contagious illness, any other serious illness, or accident, urgent care visit, or emergency room visit the student must present a note from a doctor indicating they can return to school and be released by the nurse for admittance to class.
Head Lice Policy

St. Louis Public Schools have adopted the current policy of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services and guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) that children should not be excluded or sent home early from school because of head lice.  Parents of affected children found to have live lice or viable nits will be notified and informed by the school nurse that their child should receive treatment with a pediculocide before returning to school the next day. When head lice are detected at school, all close contacts of the affected child will be examined by the school nurse.  Close contacts are friends or relatives of the child that share the same items such as clothing, combs, beds, or other things of this nature. Parents/caregivers will be given resources by the school nurse to address the issue of head lice with attention to literacy and language barriers.  School education regarding head lice will be comprehensive and ongoing.

Homework
Homework helps student’s master skills and extend their abilities. Students can expect to complete up to three hours of homework per week for each class. This means that high school students will spend approximately 3 hours each evening involved with school work.

Homework Requests
Students out of school fewer than two (2) days must contact teachers or students in class on their own. Homework requests for periods of three (3) days or more require that parents call the student's counselor. Parents must verify that a student will be out of school for three (3) days or more before homework will be gathered. Otherwise, by the time homework is gathered, the student has already returned to school, or has returned prior to the homework being collected. Allow 24 hours for homework to be collected in the event a request has been made to the student’s counselor.

Honor Roll
An academic honor roll is published at the end of each semester. To be placed on the "B" honor roll, a student must (1) carry a minimum of 4 classes; (2) earn a 3.0 GPA; and (3) not receive an "I", "D", or "F" grade. To be considered for the "A" honor roll, a student must: (1) carry a minimum of 4 classes; (2) earn a 4.0 GPA; and (3) not receive an "I", "D", or "F" grade.

Horseplay
Students may not run, push, shove, or engage in horseplay or disruptive behavior when in the school building or on the school grounds. This includes, but is not limited to blocking the entrance or exit of any school building, corridor, doorway, or classroom passageway which deprives others access; and/or blocking normal pedestrian/vehicular traffic on the school campus. Disciplinary action may result when any of this behavior becomes excessive. Students should also walk on the right side of the corridor. Hallways and doorways should remain clear for easy movement through the building. Students should stand by their lockers and avoid blocking the hallways or doorway areas.

Identification Badges
All Gateway students, faculty, and staff are required to wear an identification (ID) badge. The first ID badge and lanyard will be provided free of charge. Replacement charge will be $3.00. All students must provide their Board-issued school I.D. in order to gain access to the building. Temporary ID’s can be issued at the cost of $1.00 and are required for any student that does not have a board issued school ID badge.
Internet Use
Limited Internet access is available to students. However, students are not permitted to use the Internet without completing the necessary form and orientation. Students violating this policy may be denied access to Internet use in the future. Penalties for misuse of the Internet or the district’s computer systems are enforced. See Technology for more information.
Internships
Students completing internships in their STEM major are a representation of Gateway STEM and must be professional at all times. Students are parents are expected to sign and adhere to the internship contract.
INTERNSHIP CONTRACT

Gateway STEM High School provides students with an opportunity to experience career readiness programs through a number of classes and activities.  One of these unique opportunities is through the Health Sciences Major, which includes the following programs: Pre-Veterinary, Firefighting/EMT, Certified Nursing Assistant (C.N.A.), and Sports Medicine/Personal Trainer.  These programs allow students the opportunity to have an internship experience to explore the career field in the authentic job setting during the school day.   

These programs are selective and students who demonstrate maturity, responsibility and an initial grasp of the career requirements are allowed to participate in the internship experience.  Even though this is a school program, students should consider this a precursor to employment and should treat the experience as they would a full time job.  Just as they would in regular employment, there are job performance expectations and consequences for failure to meet those expectations.  A list of some of the possible violations of performance expectations and consequences are listed below: 

  Internship Job Performance Violation/Consequences 

· Dress Code Violation/Out of uniform (must be in approved Gateway program major uniform or dress as prescribed by the internship site)

· 1st offense – written documentation

· 2nd offense – ASD or Saturday School

· 3rd offense – removed from internship site/removed from major program

· Late to internship site/Leaving internship site early

· 1st offense – written documentation

· 2nd offense – ASD or Saturday School

· 3rd offense – removed from internship site/removed from major program 

· No call/No show for internship

· 1st offense – written documentation, grade of “0” for the day

· 2nd offense – ASD or Saturday school 

· 3rd offense- removed from internship site, removed from major program

· Profanity on site (complaint by site staff)

· 1st offense- written documentation

· 2nd offense- ASD or Saturday School

· 3rd offense- removed from internship site/removed from major program

· Cell phone usage violation

· 1st offense – written documentation

· 2nd offense – ASD or Saturday School

· 3rd offense- removed from internship site/removed from major program

· Professional Standards Violation (usually any act/omission resulting in a complaint by site staff)

· 1st offense – written documentation

· 2nd offense – ASD or Saturday School

· 3rd offense- removed from internship site/removed from major program

· Expelled/” Fired” from site (usually by internship site for some cause) 

· ASD or Saturday School for remainder of semester AND loss of Senior activities (prom, Six Flags, graduation ceremony)

· HIPAA Violation (this is a federal law which could result in a significant fine to the internship site, the student, and/or the school

· 1st offense – loss of Senior activities (all of them) AND
· Removal from internship site and major/program & Saturday School & ASD for remainder of semester

These infractions and consequences are not necessarily comprehensive and may include other situations that have not yet been experienced.  

These guidelines are in effect to protect the liability of the school, the internship site and to promote the safety of the students. 

 Students may not be allowed to participate in the internship experience until this contract is signed by all of the parties listed below, which indicates that the guidelines have been read, understood and there is an intent to comply with the guidelines listed above and that violations of the guidelines may result in the consequences listed.

We wish to provide all students with the opportunity to experience the internship program and have an enjoyable -and educational, activity.  Students who successfully complete the internship experience will be recognized for their accomplishment, have an opportunity to experience the workforce and will take with them a lifelong memory of their Senior year.

Students who quit or get fired from their internship will be removed from their major, fail all 4 hours of the internship and may be ineligible to graduate with the class.
Letters of Recommendation

Students (especially seniors) often need recommendations from teachers, counselors and administrators for jobs, colleges and scholarship applications.  Students needing such a letter should retrieve a letter of recommendation request form from their counselor.  The form asks students to provide a list of the classes and/or a list of the activities in which they have participated.  For instance, if a student is requesting a recommendation from a math teacher, he/she should list all the math classes and grades up to that point.  Students should give the recommendation letter request form to the teacher, counselor, or administrator in a timely manner in order for adequate turnaround time.

Lockers
Students should go to their locker before school, between classes and if time permits, after School

NOT during class time. The Assistant Principal will issue locks and lockers at the beginning of the school year. Students may use school-supplied locks only. All personal locks will be cut off. The cost to replace lost locks is $10.00. Each student will receive an individual locker. Students are not allowed to share lockers. The school assumes no responsibility for items missing or stolen from lockers. Leave valuable items at home. Money and/or other valuable items should not be left in lockers. School personnel, for safety and sanitation checks, will open lockers periodically. Any locker “decorations” must be removed at the end of the school year. Items that are not cleaned out or removed from a locker at the end of each semester will be kept in the “lost and found” for one week and then will be given to a charity.

Lost and Found
Lost articles should be turned in to the Main Office. Items not claimed at the end of each quarter will be donated to charity.

Lunch Detention

Students are assigned to lunch detention when they are 2 or more assignments behind in any class. Students will be provided a standard sack lunch during the lunch detention. Students must complete the assignments or they continue to be assigned to lunch detention. Students who do not serve the lunch detention will be assigned to after school detention or Saturday School.
Make-up Tests/Work

Whenever possible, students should get their make-up work prior to an absence. Students should be aware that the make-up work might be different from the work that was completed in class. It is clearly the student’s responsibility to find out what work was missed and turn in the work to the teacher. Students with absences falling on the day of a test or on the day an assignment is due shall be treated as follows:

· Advance Assignments are those assigned at least ten days in advance. If a student is absent on the day that the assignment is due, the assignment will be due at the time the student returns to school.

· Regular Assignments are those normally due the next day or within the next few days. Students shall have additional time, equal to the amount time absent, to turn in these assignments. Assignments turned in later than this may have credit reduced or may not be accepted at all by the teacher.

· Tests: If a student misses a major test, it may be made up on the day the student returns to school if the student chooses, or the student may have additional time equal to the time absent to make up the test. However, if a test date was designated by the teacher prior to the absence and no preparatory work, class discussion, or lecture material was missed by the student, the test will be made up on the day the student returns to school. Assignments equal in point value may be substituted for short, unannounced “pop” tests that were missed during an absence.

Students involved in an approved school activity must be given the opportunity to makeup tests and homework. Students who miss a class due to a school activity should get their assignments ahead of time. Students will be expected to have the make-up work completed and take tests when they return to class the next time that the class meets. An administrator must approve exceptions to these guidelines.

Media Release

All students of Gateway STEM are required to sign waivers indicating their willingness to be videotaped for pedagogical study and public relations by both SLPS staff and public media agencies.

Medication at School
The following regulations apply to students who require medication for chronic or short-term illness:

Prescribed and Over-the-Counter Medication: A written request that the student needs medication during school hours must be delivered to the school nurse. The request, written by the prescriber, must include the following:

Name of Student

Dates of Administration

Name of the Drug and Dosage Frequency of Administration

Route of Administration and Restrictions Prescriber’s Name

Diagnosis or Indication for Use of Medication

When possible, the prescriber should state the medication’s possible adverse effects and applicable emergency instructions. In addition, a parent/guardian must provide a written request that the school nurse administer the medication and personally bring the medication to school and give it to the nurse.
Students may not bring their own medication, nor will such medication be administered to them. Students in possession of either prescribed or over-the-counter medication are in violation of district policy. State law governs administering of medication at school. Additional questions regarding medication, including the need for inhalers or other asthmatic treatment, should be directed to the school nurse.

Outside Food and Drinks

Outside food and drinks are not permitted to be ordered or brought to students during the school day.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
If a parent/guardian feels the need, it is right and proper to request a conference with a teacher regarding grades, class atmosphere, homework, make-up work, or anything else that will aid a student in becoming more successful. These conferences must be scheduled at least 24 hours in advance. The proper time for such a conference is before school, after school, or during a teacher’s planning period. Gateway will host regular parent conferences during each semester.

Parent Portal
Parents/guardians have the ability to check on student grades, attendance, and information through the Parent Portal online. To sign up for a log in please pick up and fill out a form from the Main Office.

Parents Visiting Classrooms
Parents wishing to observe in a classroom must receive prior approval. Arrangements can be made with the principal. These appointments must be scheduled at least 24 hours in advance.
Parking

Students who drive to school MUST park in the spaces next to the tennis court in the rear of the school or the East End of the Football Field. Students will receive parking passes to place in their windshield to be visible. Any student who is parked illegally is subject to parking tickets or tow by Saint Louis City. Students must fill out a registration form and pay $5 
to register vehicle.
Personal Property
Personal items not directly related to instruction are not to be brought to school and will be confiscated and returned to parents. Bringing such items could result in disciplinary action. Gateway staff will not search for lost personal items.

P.D.A.

Public displays of affection have a tendency to create unfavorable impressions and attitudes toward the school and the individuals involved. Students are requested to use good judgment and avoid the embarrassment of having school officials notify their parents of any impropriety.

Perfect Attendance
To be eligible for perfect attendance and to receive the perfect attendance award, a student must be in school every day school is in session and miss not more than 6 hours total for the entire school year. Students on field trips or other school-sponsored trips shall be counted as present in school.
Physical Education Uniform
Students are required to dress out every day for physical education class. Not dressing out could result in failing the class. (See Dress Out Policy)
PLAN/EXPLORE Tests
The PLAN and EXPLORE tests are pre-ACT assessments coupled with an interest survey that is given to all 9th and 10th grade students. The test results are used to help students make decisions regarding high school educational and career plans. These tests are also used to determine student placement in AP and Honors classes. There is no fee for these tests.

Play Fighting
Play fighting inside the school or on the school grounds is strictly prohibited at all times. Violators will be dealt with in accordance with the district’s code of conduct.

Posters/Signs/Banners
Only items approved and signed by the principal may be displayed. The administrator’s initials must be on the poster. Students who put posters up are responsible for taking them down immediately following the event. Posters should not be posted on glass. Posters should be hung on the bulletin boards provided for this purpose, and staples should never be used on the walls.      Students may not write on the lockers.
Profanity
As a matter of respect for themselves and the school, students should refrain from using profanity at all times while in the Halls of Gateway. Violators will be subject to disciplinary action.

Report Cards
Report cards are issued two times each semester, or four times a year. The report cards are usually issued one week after the end of the term. Progress report cards are issued directly to the students indicating effort in the first five (5) weeks of every term.
Respect
Students and teachers are expected to treat each other with respect. Students are expected to treat all teachers and staff members (including school librarians, secretaries, custodians, teachers’ assistants, cooks, and security officers) with respect. Students may not challenge the authority of school employees, nor may they raise their voices or use profanity in addressing school personnel. To demonstrate proper respect toward adults, students are expected to use a conversational tone at all times. Failure to show proper respect will result in disciplinary action. Such action will include suspension from school.

Senior Dues

Senior Dues are a requirement for participation in ALL Senior Activities including Graduation Exercises. Senior Dues must be paid in full regardless of participation in every activity, NO EXCEPTIONS. Failure to pay Senior Dues will result in exclusion from Senior Activities, including the graduation ceremony.

Schedule Changes
Under certain circumstances (lack of prerequisite, schedule error, summer school adjustment, or graduation requirement deficiency) students may wish to change schedules. A student needing such a schedule change should make an appointment with his/her counselor. This is done by completing a schedule change request form. Once counselors receive this form, they will meet with students. The parent must sign this form.  Schedule changes will be made only under the following circumstances:

· Lack of Prerequisite

· Scheduling Error

· Summer School Adjustment

· Graduation Requirement Deficiency

· The student option to transfer of out a teacher’s class if he/she is assigned to that particular teacher for the third time, providing the master schedule permits such a change.

· The student option to transfer from any teacher’s class if he/she has previously taken that same class from that particular teacher and failed, providing the master schedule permits such a change.

· Class must be cancelled due to insufficient enrollment.

NO SCHEDULE CHANGES WILL BE MADE AFTER THE SECOND WEEK OF A SEMESTER.

Scholarships
Scholarship opportunities are read during the morning announcements each day. Students may pick up a hard copy on the table in the Counseling suite. Students should also make an appointment with their Counselor to get additional scholarship information and tips.

School Closings
In case of inclement weather, the following radio and television stations will carry official information concerning the closing of school. Listen for Saint Louis Public Schools. Please do not call the school.

	RADIO
	TELEVISION
	INTERNET

	KMOX – 1120 AM
	KTVI – Channel 2
	http://www.slps.org

	KWRE – 730 AM
	KMOV – Channel 4
	

	KFAV – 99.9 FM
	KSDK – Channel 5
	

	
	KDNL – Channel 30
	


School Dances
The following guidelines will help you plan for school dances:

· NO Apparel featuring gang affiliations or obscenities. No sagging pants. 
· NO overly revealing or offensive apparel 
· All Gateway dances end at 11:00 p.m.

· No refunds will be given after tickets have been purchased.

· No students are allowed from outside the Gateway student body without specific approval from the administration. Forms must be completed and turned into the office after purchase of tickets.

· No middle school students are allowed to attend.

· No one over the age of twenty (20) may attend.

· Once a student leaves the event, he/she cannot return.

· Students must be in attendance for at least 4 hours on the day of the dance to attend.

· Students must have a 93% ADA to be eligible to attend.
· Students must have at least 50% of all fines paid to attend.
Security Inspections and Prohibited Items

Upon entering the building all students and visitors will pass through a metal detector and will have their personal belongings inspected for prohibited items.  Cell phones, sharp instruments of any kind, playing cards, dice, glass bottles, illegal substances, large belt buckles, weapons and any other item considered a distraction or hindrance to learning will not be permitted.

Senior Privileges

In order for seniors to fully participate in all senior activities they must maintain the following:

· Senior dues must be paid
· 93% Average Daily Attendance

· No OSS (Out of School Suspensions)

· On track for Graduation

Smoking
Gateway STEM High School is a smoke-free campus. This includes vapes.
Social Worker
The school social worker is available for regular conferences with students and parents in case the student is having difficulty adjusting to the school and/or if there are attendance problems. Such problems may originate from a family crisis, physical or mental difficulties, or learning disabilities. The social worker also coordinates and refers child abuse cases, refers students and parents to appropriate resources in the community for long-term family counseling, and makes juvenile court referrals in case of parental neglect and/or serious attendance issues.
Student Activities List (Including but not limited to)
· Varsity and JV Athletics (Boys and Girls)
· Jagettes Dance Team

· Robotics

· Students-On-The-Go
· Academic Tutoring
· National Honor Society
· ACT Prep
· Student Council
· Costa Rica Project
· Air Force JROTC
· Chess Club

Student Removal

When students are removed from the classroom, it is because they were a safety risk to themselves or others or they were so disruptive that teaching and learning could not take place. This is a serious concern.  As such, when a student is removed from a class, they are taken by security to the building principal and may not return to school until the parent can meet with the teacher and principal. This is meant to mediate the situation before the student goes back to the class.

Standards/Discipline Procedures
The classroom teacher is the person in charge at all times during school. Students are expected to do the following:

· carry I.D. at all times and display upon request from a staff member

· show respect, cooperation, and courtesy to their teacher

· carry out all requests made by their teacher

· follow all rules set up by the teacher

· be on time and have appropriate class materials

· respect the rights of others: any disruptive behavior will not be tolerated

· be attentive and participate in class; work on their assignments when given time to do so

Failure to comply with the above-mentioned guidelines will be considered a disciplinary infraction and will be dealt with by one or more of the following, but not necessarily in this sequence:

· teacher-student conference

· student-counselor conference

· student-teacher-counselor conference

· student-teacher-principal conference

· parent contact by letter or phone

· parent conference

· student-principal conference

· student-principal-parent-counselor conference

· suspension from school

· any other action deemed necessary by the principal to correct the problem

· suspension until parent conference

The SLPS Student Code of Conduct Handbook provides detailed information regarding disciplinary policies & procedures.
Student Searches

The St. Louis Public Schools has the right to conduct reasonable searches of students (i.e. purse, wallet, pockets, book bags, backpacks, etc.) lockers, and school property in order to protect students, staff and visitors and in order to maintain order and discipline in the schools.  These searches are authorized whenever a reasonable belief exits that the student to be searched possesses illegal, unauthorized or inappropriate material which would interfere with the maintenance of school discipline or order.

Whenever a reasonable belief exists that a personal search of a student and/or his/her belongings is needed and the student refuses to comply with the request for a search the consequence for noncompliance of this request is a minimum three-day out-of-school suspension.  Suspected substances or objects considered to be dangerous or illegal may result in extending the suspension up to one calendar year.  Pursuant to this right, school officials may seize illegal, unauthorized or inappropriate material located on school property and may notify the proper authorities.
Student Uniforms

The Gateway STEM uniform consists of a Gateway STEM HS T- shirt. New T-shirt designs will be introduced each month. The new Gateway T-shirts or any previous uniforms with the Gateway logo on them will qualify. Students routinely not in uniform will be placed in after school detention for every 3 infractions.  Please see the Social Worker if hardship assistance is needed.
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Substitute Teachers

Substitute teachers are an important part of our school system.  They are part of the school staff when they are assigned to the Gateway.  Your conduct in their presence should be as good as your conduct when the regular teacher is present.  Your cooperation, behavior, and consideration reflect on you, our school, and the image people have of us.  We want to have a good image that we can share.

Summer School
An announcement is made to the students when summer school forms are available from District Office. A parent and counselor must sign forms. Counselors are available only through the last day of school.

Tardiness
Once the bell rings for each class (including the first class of each day), teachers shut and lock their doors. Absolutely no students will be admitted once the class begins. Students are required to report immediately to detention where they will remain until the end of the period. Students will not be allowed to make up the work they missed. More than one tardy (detention) in a day will result in the assignment to In School Suspension (ISS). Every 5 tardies (detentions) will result in assignment of 3 days of ISS.
Technology
The Student Acceptable Use Policy and Regulation governs the use of computers in any SLPS building. All students using computers must abide by district/school policy and regulation. Using school computers for any non-academic purpose, such as playing games of any sort, checking email, and engaging in recreational activities, is prohibited. Any manipulation, or attempted manipulation, of school computers, printers, network equipment, or school software programs that would alter the normal operation of the equipment or programs in any way is prohibited. It is the district’s policy to occasionally monitor use of disk space assigned to each student. Random searches will be made for documents that contain inappropriate language or material. Violation of preceding rules may result in a loss of computer privileges, suspension, expulsion, and/ or criminal or civil penalties.
Textbooks
Students are responsible for any lost or damaged books. If a book is lost, a new one cannot be issued to the student until the lost book is paid for. Students should write their names and dates of issue in ink on the inside front cover of each of their books. Books are issued and collected according to a scanned identification number in each book. 
NOTE: All fines and debts must be paid before a student will be permitted to graduate. Students are encouraged to pay all fines due at the end of each year to avoid an accumulation of charges that may be excessively high.
Transcripts
Whenever an employer, college, or other agency requests a record of school work, Katina Coleman should be contacted. A copy of school records will be forwarded to the individual agency according to district policy and as dictated by the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA); however, school records will not be sent without a request in writing. Record release forms are available in the Main Office. School procedure is to mail the records directly to the college, employer, or agency requesting the information, after receiving written permission to do so.
Vending Machines

Vending machines are not available for student use.
Video and Other Monitoring on School Campus

SLPS Board of Education authorizes the use of video cameras, monitoring equipment, and other recording devices on school property. The specific purposes for the use of such equipment include the following

1. Promoting the well-being of students, staff, and guests by taking proactive measures to create a safe learning environment and strengthen school security.

2. Providing a deterrent to students and others so that they are less likely to commit acts of misbehavior, violence or vandalism with the knowledge that their actions will be recorded.

3. Establishing a visual record of a violation of a school rule or participation in a criminal act.

Video surveillance may be used in locations including classrooms, hallways, cafeteria, gymnasiums, parking lots, offices, exits and entrances, vehicles, and school buses, or in other locations where there should be no reasonable expectation of privacy.

Video cameras will not be used for monitoring purposes in restrooms, swimming pools, locker rooms, changing areas, or showers. Video recording will be created and maintained by the Security Department and will be considered law enforcement records. As such, they are not “education records” under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), even though students’ images may appear on such recordings. Such records will be released to third parties only with the approval of the Superintendent or his/her designee.

Visitors

For student safety, all visitors must provide photo identification, submit to screening by school safety officers and check-in with the main office secretary.  All visitors will be issued a visitor’s pass and must wear it while in the building. Students will not be permitted to bring visitors to the high school for the purpose of attending classes.  Such requests will be denied by the administration.  Suspended students and other unauthorized visitors will be subject to arrest and trespassing charges if found on Gateway school property.  No visitors will be allowed during the scheduled lunch periods.

Withdrawing From School
If it becomes necessary for a student to be withdrawn from Gateway STEM High School, parental approval is required. The parent/guardian and the student must appear in person to apply for withdrawal. The reasons for withdrawal must be approved by the principal or designee. After the withdrawal has been approved, all issued books must be turned in.  All accounts must be cleared. Failure to return all books and fulfill debt obligations will result in holding transfer records.

Other Policies
Non-Discrimination

The Board of Education of the City of St. Louis does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs and activities. For more information, please contact the Human Resource Officer at 801 North Eleventh Street, St. Louis, MO 63101; 231-3720.

Parental and Eligible Student Rights under FERPA

FERPA is the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.  Parents have certain rights with regard to the privacy of their children’s educational records.  These rights include such things and the right to inspect and review educational records, rights to request and amend records, and rights to consent to disclosure of certain information.  Certain school officials are exempt from prior consent if they have legitimate educational interest in such records.  In addition, the child may also have these same rights if they are considered an eligible student.  Please see your Student Rights and Responsibilities manual for more information.
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